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TARGETED ANALYSES

STISE - Sustainable Transport Infrastructure in the Strategic
urban region Eurodelta
Scope
The Strategic urban region Eurodelta (SURE) comprises the lower river basins of the Rhine, Meuse and Scheldt. A polycentric area, comprising a network of
metropolises with medium-large cities and cross-border regions. In its capacity of an entrance gate for goods and persons to Europe, it has developed into a densely
populated and economically strong area.

Within 3 hours of travel, over 50 million people can be reached. This makes it a global hub for goods, services and knowledge. This role has brought economic
prosperity but also major territorial, environmental and liveability issues.

For instance, transport is responsible for a substantially large share of CO  emissions in the region, with further increases forecasted, while EU ambitions and national
climate debates or policy plans point to the need for a drastic reduction of them.

The Strategic urban region Eurodelta faces indeed major challenges: energy transition, climate adaptation, accommodation of economic and demographic growth,
ensuring connectivity and accessibility of urban networks, and sustainable land use. Decarbonising the transport sector plays a crucial role in tackling these challenges.

The area has four internal national borders (NL-DE, NL-BE, BE-FR, DE-BE) that European integration and globalization have tended to abolish. These borders are
crossed by people, goods or services and national and regional/local policy makers feel the urgency to collaborate more closely on policy solutions to address this wide
range of flows and achieve more sustainable development.

The analysis considers the research area against its surroundings, but not in a static way. International flows can concern transport and secondary spatial flows to and
from megacities in the ring around the SURE, like London, Paris or up to Frankfurt and Hamburg. This can give a measure of the strength of the relationship between
the SURE and these cities.

Finally, responding to current events, it has become clear again that crises can affect transport severely. The COVID-19 crisis affects drastically, besides the health of
people, free movement of persons and has a huge impact also on free movements of goods with the sudden and unexpected recurrence of borders. It could also bring
an economic crisis. On the long term, we may face more sanatory crises, economic crises and crises of other kinds, e.g. energy or digital crises, which may affect cities,
cross-border movements and transport. 

Policy questions
To which extent are the local, regional, national and international flows of persons and goods affecting the sustainable growth of SURE region? How could cross-
border movement of people and goods develop in the period until 2030 and 2050, regarding different scenarios of societal, economic and political trends? 
To which extent do current or expected transport infrastructure and spatial policies (national complemented by regional) in the SURE contribute to EU (transport)
targets for sustainable growth for 2030 and 2050?
What could be done policy-wise, but also with concrete actions to better contribute to EU (transport) targets for sustainable growth for 2030 and 2050? By which
policies and actions, at which level and scale?
In particular, how can cross-border and inter-metropolitan cooperation contribute to achieving these targets?

Expected results
The main outcomes of the service shall be the following:

Territorial evidence on the current and possible future impact of flows of persons and goods on the sustainable growth of urban regions within the SURE region as
a whole (and with its surroundings as much as possible)
Evidence on the contribution of current and estimation of the expected contribution of future territorial policies regarding sustainable transport infrastructure in the
SURE to EU sustainable growth (including air quality, climate and energy targets).
Evidence on how cooperation (cross-border, inter-metropolitan, inter-regional, inter-governmental) and governance contribute to achieving EU (transport) targets
for sustainable growth for 2030 and 2050.
Conclusions on the necessary policy, including governance and cooperation, perimeters in the SURE in the context of sustainable transport.

Stakeholders
Province of Zuid-Holland (NL) - Lead Partner
The Municipality of The Hague (NL)
The Flanders Region (BE)
The Metropolregion Rheinland (DE)
The Province of Gelderland (NL)
The Metropole Europeenne de Lille (FR)
The Municipality of Amsterdam (NL)
The Brussels-Capital Region (represented by perspective.brussels, the Brussels Planning Agency) (BE)
The Regionalverband Ruhr (DE)

The International Society of City and Regional Planners (ISOCARP) - Observer
The network of European Metropolitan Regions and Areas (METREX) - Observer 

Contractors
Tractebel Engineering BE (Lead Contractor)
CE Onderzoek - Advies en Consultancy voor Duurzaamheid BV (NL)
Goudappel Coffeng BV (NL)
Ghent University (BE)
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Rupprecht Consult (DE)
Lahmeyer Deutschland GmbH (DE)
Tractebel Engineering FR (FR)

Budget
€ 269.160,00

Lifetime
September 2020 – August 2021

Deliveries
Inception delivery: 21/10/2020
Interim delivery: 22/03/2021
Final delivery: 21/09/2021

Contact
Vassilen Ioτzov (Project Expert) vassilen.iotzov@espon.eu (mailto:%20vassilen.iotzov@espon.eu)
Stefania Rigillo (Financial Expert) stefania.rigillo@espon.eu (mailto:stefania.rigillo@espon.eu)

Documents

(https://www.espon.eu/sites/default/files/attachments/ESPON%20STISE%20Interim%20Report.pdf)

ESPON STISE Interim Report.pdf
(https://www.espon.eu/sites/default/files/atta

Acrobat Document | 6.16MB

(https://www.espon.eu/sites/default/files/attachments/Inception%20Report_0.pdf)

Inception Report.pdf
(https://www.espon.eu/sites/default/files/atta

Acrobat Document | 2.74MB

Policy themes (/programme/projects/espon-2020/policy-themes)

Applied Research (/applied-research)

Targeted Analyses (/targeted-analyses)

1-Regional Strategies for Sustainable and Inclusive Territorial Development - ReSSI (/ressi)

2-Thinking and Planning in Areas of Territorial Cooperation - ACTAREA (/actarea)

3-Spatial Dynamics and Strategic Planning in Metropolitan Areas - SPIMA (/metropolitan-areas)

4-Linking Networks of Protected Areas to Territorial Development - LinkPas (/protected-areas)

5-Territorial and Urban Potentials Connected to Migration and Refugee Flows - MIGRATUP (/migration)

6-Territorial Scenarios for the Baltic Sea Region - BT2050 (/BT%202050)

7-Common spatial perspectives for the Alpine area - Alps 2050 (/Alps2050)

8-Future Digital Health - eHEALTH (/eHealth)

9-Material Cultural Heritage- HERITAGE (/cultural-heritage)

10-Cross-border Public Services - CPS (/CPS)

11-Cross-Border Cooperation - TIA CBC (/TIA-CBC)

12-Maritime spatial planning - MSP LSI (/MSP-LSI)

13-BIG DATA (/big-data-corridors)

14-Urban-rural connections in non-metropolitan areas - URRUC (/URRUC)

15-EuropeaN Sustainable Urbanisation through port city REgeneration - ENSURE (/ENSURE)

16-Adapting European Cities to Population Ageing: Policy Challenges and Best Practices - ACPA (/ACPA)

17-SHARING – Stocktaking and assessment of typologies of Urban Circular Collaborative Economy initiatives (/sharing)
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18-MISTA – Metropolitan Industrial Strategies & Economic Sprawl (/mista)

19-TOURISM - Carrying capacity methodology for tourism (/tourism)

20-BusDev - Business Development Opportunities at External EU Borders (/bus)

21- ERMES - ESPON European Research for Maritime Eco(nomic)clusters governance Strategy (/ermes)

22-IMAGINE - Developing a metropolitan-regional imaginary in Milan-Bologna urban region (/imagine)

23-CE FLOWS – Spatial dynamics and integrated territorial development scenarios for the functional area of Central Europe (/ce-flows)

24-DIGIPLAN - Evaluating Spatial Planning Practices with Digital Plan Data (/digiplan)

25-STISE - Sustainable Transport Infrastructure in the Strategic urban region Eurodelta (/sustainable-transport)

26-ESPON METRO | The role and future perspectives of Cohesion Policy in the planning of Metropolitan Areas and Cities (/metro)

27- LAKES - territorial analysis of spatial progress and integrated development opportunities of large lakes in Europe (/lakes)

28-QGasSP - Quantitative Greenhouse Gas Impact Assessment Method for Spatial Planning Policy (/QGasSP)

*TEVI – Territorial Evidence Support of European Territorial Cooperation Programmes (/TEVI)

**Territorial Scenarios for the Danube and Adriatic Ionian Macro-regions (TEVI 2050) (/TEVI2050)

Monitoring and Tools (/monitoring-and-tools)

Transnational Outreach (/transnational-outreach)

© ESPON
FAQ (/faq/faqs)  Contact (/contact)  Site Map (/sitemap)  Links (/links/european-institutions)  Legal Notice (/legal-notice)

ESPON EGTC
The ESPON EGTC is a European Grouping on Territorial Cooperation. ESPON started in 2002 and have continued since then building a pan-European knowledge base
related to territorial dynamics.



(https://www.facebook.com/ESPONProgramme/) 



(https://twitter.com/ESPON_Programme) 



(https://www.linkedin.com/company/espon/) 



(https://www.youtube.com/user/ESPONProgramme) 



(https://www.espon.eu/news_feed)
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